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READ THEPASSAGE  Use clues from the passage and your background knowledge to make inferences.

Skipping Through History

Throughout the 1900s, amost everyone knew how to jump, o ski” rope. And it wasn' just kids on
playgrounds chanting sy thymes. Champion borrs ke Sugar Ray Leonard and Muharmad Al jumped
1990 1o buid stamina and dovelop auick foctwork.

“The activity of rope-jumping fo un and exercise has mostikely been around fr thousands of years.
Histoians believe chiren n ancient Egypt used vines o skip wit. A calendar from the 6th century shows
‘Chinesa chiren skipping ops, and medioval European paintings show chiden sKiping ropo on
cabblestone streets.

“The carliest jump ropers in North America may have been Dutch immigrants, who brought the game
Double Dutch withthem n the 1600s. In Double Dutch two fumers,or “enders; each hold the ends o two
10ng 19pos and tuh tham in 0pposio directions as ono parsan Jumps batwasn thom. Whan the gam was
st introcuced, g wero ot encouraged f pariciate, part bocausa they wero considerod weaker, and
‘xecise was thought of as unferinine. AlSo, irs wore ong dresses that got n the way.

‘Once gils i tar jumping, howovar, they really took over, and fo a whie, t was mainy ifs who
‘xcold at tho activity. Now, both i and boys i fope. Jumping 056 has bocome a workdwide

‘compatiive sportin which children and adults compate i both singles and team events.
S0, pick up a 10ps, find a sl tyme or your favorto song, and startjumping.

SKILLPRACTICE  Read each question. Filin the bubble next o the correct answer.

1. Inthe mid-19005 more gits wer bettr bl to
jump rope probably because they
® started making thetr o ropes
® could jump on cobblestone srets
© could wear shorts o pans nsteadofdresses:
© wereconsderd stronger than boys

2. Kidschant rhymes s thy jump probably
because s fun nd .
® helps them keep the hythm going
® i requied nevery competton
© keeps themfrom felng tred
© helps them practice Chinee hymes

3. What i the most ikl reason that jump rope
has stayed popularfor so g2
® Duch salos trsveled sl ovr the word.
® Almostanyone can gt rope
© Famous boxers jumped rope.
© it very hard t b good at jumping rope:
4. Readers can nfr that the wrterofthe
pasige
® belicres that compettion may rutnthe fun
of jumping rope
® would ket e more kids jumping rope
© belieres that jumping rope eas o too many
nuries
© beleres tht the Chinee are the bestjump
ropers

‘STRATEGY PRACTICE Explain how your background knowledge about jumping rope helped you understand

the passage.
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READ THEPASSAGE  Pause aftercach paragraph and think about the main idea.

Dog Smarts.

All dog owners thik thoirdog i the smartost. But escarchers have datamined the most ntoligent
‘dog broads based on moro objoctve moasuras—a dog's abilos t leam, solve problems, and oboy
‘commands. According to scientst, ho 10 most inaligont broods of dog obay a command 95 porcent of
the timo and requiro fower than i fopetiions of  new command to loar i

A dog's intoligence s not necessarly affectod by what the dog is bred o do. Tho tonth-smartost dog i
the Australian catle dog, which, as it name suggests, is used to herd catte. In inth place is the Rottwoilor,
originally usad in Germany to pull cats. Today, it makes an excallnt guard dog. Tho golden ratriover,
fourth, is very popular around the workd s a hunting dog and a comparion.

“Tho most ntoligent broed of dog i tho border coli, which xcels at doing jobs and folowing
‘commands. This dog, ke the Ausiralian catte dog, was bred to hord shoap. Bordar collios must bo able fo
listen closely and pay attention o their owners’ commands. On border colfia named Betsy undarsiands
mora than 300 words. Sh is abla o Isam a new command as fast as a human toddier and is more.
intaligent than most oftha gt apes.

At tho other and of the scale, the Afghan hound is considarod tho least inaligart dog. However, its
very ikely that Aghan ownars would disagrea wih thi ranking.

SKILLPRACTICE  Read each question. Filin the bubble next o the correct answer.

L. What s argraph  mostlyshout
® vhy dog owners thi thee dog s smart
® thetensmarest dogbreds
© bow dog nellgences detrmined
© tow dogsrank npopury

o a8 melence:
® herdanddovork
® leanandsbe prbles
© protctand deend
© beloyal andshowsffction

3. Whatare paragraphs 2 and 3 mostly about?
® the most popular dogs
® how dogs aretrained.
© differences between dog breeds.
© dogsthat herd sheep
4 Whichdo brsd mentonsd i he psage
® the German shepherd
® the gokden reriever
© the Rottwetler
® the border collie:

STRATEGY PRACTICE I your own words,explain the main ideas of paragraphs 2 and 3.
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